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that these High Hopes scholarships—partner-
ships—will help close our Nation’s opportunity
gap and help us to build that one America.

I want to thank General Colin Powell and
the people who are working in the Presidents’
Summit on Service. Remember, when we had
that summit, they identified making sure that
every child in America who needed it had a
mentor as one of the five things we ought to
be able to guarantee to all of America’s children.

I want to thank, as I said, Eugene Lang,
and all others who have gone into their personal
pockets to give children this kind of guarantee
long before the rest of us were involved in the
endeavor.

The High Hopes partnerships are just one
of the ways we’re working to raise expectations
and lift the sights of our young people. Because
we know that high school dropout rates are still
too high, especially among Hispanic students,
the Vice President just announced a $600 mil-
lion effort to focus more classroom attention
on those most at risk. We’re also expanding
Head Start to a million children; enlisting thou-
sands more college students to make sure all
our 8-year-olds can read; working to add
100,000 qualified teachers to the first, second,
and third grades to get average class size down
to 18; challenging our States to adopt high aca-
demic standards and to ensure that all our chil-
dren master the basics.

In every community in this country, there are
children with an enormous ability, who just need
a little spark to go on to great things. There’s
a child in rural Tennessee who, with a helping
hand and a higher education, will go on to a
career in medical research; a child in southwest
Washington who, with the guidance of a caring
college student, will go on to become a college
president; a first generation American in Texas
who might go on to become President of the
United States.

We have to have high hopes for all of our
children. And we have to make them know that
they can have high hopes for themselves. A
great nation that aspires to even greater things
in a new century in a new millennium cannot
afford to leave a single child behind. And we
don’t intend to.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Fabiola Tafolla, a recent college
graduate and mentorship program participant who
introduced the President; Leslie Thornton, Chief
of Staff, Department of Education; Eugene Lang,
founder and chairman emeritus, ‘‘I Have a
Dream’’ Foundation; President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; and Gen. Colin Powell, USA (Ret.), chair-
man, America’s Promise—The Alliance For
Youth.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 5, 1998

Thank you very much. Thank you very much
to my good friend and sometimes golfing part-
ner, Senator Akaka, to all the Members of Con-
gress here, Reverend Graham, other head table
guests, ladies and gentlemen, especially to the
organizers of this wonderful event.

For 5 years now, Hillary and I have looked
forward to this day. For me it’s a day in which
I can be with other people of faith and pray
and ask for your prayers, both as President and
as just another child of God. I have done it
for 5 years, and I do so again today.

At each of these breakfasts, from our shared
experiences and our prayers, God’s grace always
seems to come, bringing strength and wisdom

and peace. Today I come more than anything
else to say thank you. First, thank you, Connie
Mack, for your wonderful message and the
power of your example. I also thank all of you
here for many things in the last 5 years and
ask your help in helping us to work together
to make our Nation better and the work that
God has sent me to do and you to do.

I thank you for helping me to strike blows
for religious liberty—with the work so many of
you in this room have done to help us to protect
the rights of Federal employees to follow their
faith at work—our students in school. In par-
ticular, I want to thank Reverend Don Argue,
the former president of the National Association
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of Evangelicals, and Rabbi Arthur Schneier and
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Newark,
Theodore McCarrick, who next week will go
to China to look into religious practices there
and to begin a dialog there in the hopes that
a part of our relationship with China will be
about our concern for the kind of religious lib-
erty we have practiced here this morning.

I thank so many of you in the community
of faith who have worked with the Government
in partnership to help move poor families from
welfare to work, to honor the scripture that our
friend Dorothy Height read today. And I ask
more of you to join in. I thank those of you
who have been responsible for working with
me—and I see Senator Grassley out there and
Harris Wofford is here—to bring communities
of faith into the circle of national service.

We now have 5,000 young Americans working
with religious organizations earning the
AmeriCorps scholarship to go to college with
after they serve with their community of faith
wherever they live in America. And the Con-
gress has provided for many more positions, and
I ask you to help us to enlist more young Ameri-
cans to give meaning to their lives, to live out
their faith, and to help make our country a
better place.

I thank you for the prayers, the letters, the
scriptural instruction that I have gotten from
so many of you and many others around this
country in recent weeks and, indeed, in the last
5 years. And I ask that they continue.

Finally, I couldn’t help thinking when Connie
Mack was talking that what we all need very
much is to take what we feel when we’re here
every year and keep it close with us when we
leave here every year, day-in and day-out, week-

in and week-out, in good times and bad. And
I ask for your help in that.

We have a difficult decision that we are facing
now, as a country and our administration, be-
cause of the concern all Americans have that
we not expose our children, if we can help it,
to the dangers of chemical and biological war-
fare. And last night I came across a scripture
verse that a friend of mine sent me in the last
72 hours that I had not had the chance to
read, a prayer of King Solomon that I ask you
to keep in mind as we face this decision. Sol-
omon said in 1 Kings, ‘‘I am only a little child,
and I do not know how to carry out my duties.
Your servant is here among people you have
chosen, a great people, too numerous to count
or number. So give your servant a discerning
heart to govern your people and to distinguish
between right and wrong, for who is able to
govern this great people of yours.’’

I also ask for your prayers as we work to-
gether to continue to take our country to higher
ground and to remember the admonition of
Micah, which I try to repeat to myself on a
very regular basis. I ask your prayers that I,
and we, might act justly and love mercy and
walk humbly with our God.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to evangelist
Rev. Billy Graham; Senator Connie Mack; Rev.
Don Argue, president, National Association of
Evangelicals; Rabbi Arthur Schneier, president,
Appeal of Conscience Foundation; and Dorothy
Height, chairman of the board, National Council
of Negro Women.

Remarks Welcoming Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom
February 5, 1998

Thank you very much. Mr. Prime Minister,
Mrs. Blair, members of the British delegation,
welcome to America and to the White House.
We apologize for the rain, but the Sun is shining
in our hearts today because you are here. Today
we celebrate the unbreakable bond between our
two nations. It led the fight for freedom in
the 20th century, and we set our sights now

on renewing our alliance for a new century with
all its promise and challenge.

At the heart of all we have done and all
we will do together in the future is the
unshakable conviction that our people have the
inalienable right to pursue their dreams in
peace, security, and freedom, and the sure
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